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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following Is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

3. The term "large" in claims 1 and 6 is a relative term, which renders the claims indefinite. The 
term "large" is not defined by the claims, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. Rewording the claims to include what the volume is larger than is recommended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kinsella (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,148,094). 

1. An apparatus for detecting fingerprints, comprising: 

a reading unit for scanning a finger; 
Kinsella discloses a fingerprint sensor 44. 

an image processing unit connected to said reading unit for producing an image of the 
finger; 
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Kinsella discloses an image-processing unit, which processes the scanned fingerprint (col. 6, I. 
24-29). 

a data interface connected to said image processing unit and being based on a standard 
for changeable memory cards hoiding large volumes of data; and 

Kinsella discloses a variety of changeable memory cards, which can hold large volumes of data 
(col. 9. 1. 24-34) 

a housing holding said reading unit and said image processing unit and having a portion 
with: 

a housing shape for receiving the changeable memory cards. 

Kinsella discloses changeable memory cards in a device and thus it is considered inherent that 
the housing of the device be shaped to receive such cards. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the standard is a multimedia card standard. 

Kinsella discloses a number of multimedia card standards (col. 9, 1. 24-34). 

4. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said image processing unit produces data 
readable by a reader for the memory cards and conforming to the multimedia card 
standard. 
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Kinsella discloses data produced by the scanner and stored therefore readable on a multimedia 
card (col. 9. 1. 12-34). 

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said image processing unit produces data 
readable by a reader for the memory cards, 

Kinsella discloses data produced by the scanner and stored therefore readable on a multimedia 
card (col. 9, 1. 12-34). 

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said image processing unit Is configured to 
ascertain minutiae of a recorded image of the finger and to read the minutiae via said data 
interface. 

Kinsella discloses an apparatus, which ascertains minutiae of the scanned fingerprint (col. 7 J. 1- 
3). 

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein each of the volumes of data holdabie on 
the memory cards is large. 

Kinsella discloses a variety of changeable memory cards, which can hold large volumes of data 
(col. 9, 1. 24-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sk\\\ in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kinsella (U.S. Patent 
Number 6.148,094). 

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein each of the volumes of data holdable on 
the memory cards Is at least one megabyte. 

Kinsella discloses a variety of changeable memory cards, which can hold large volumes of data (col. 9, 1. 
24-34). Kinsella does not however disclose that the sizes of the media cards are at least one megabyte. It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains to combine Kinsella's disclosed media cards with cards holding at least 
one megabyte since the de facto size standard of media cards at the time of the invention was larger than 
one megabyte. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Jonathan C. Schaffer whose telephone number is (571)272-0603. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Joseph Mancuso can be reached on (571)272-7695. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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